
Dear Parents and Guardians  

We have reached the end of another academic year and fondly  

reminisce about what has passed and wait in anticipation to what will 
still be. Our children have grown in stature and wisdom having  
accepted the responsibility for the choices they have made.  
Next year, 2012, we have the start of CAPS for our new grade 10s and 
the obvious challenges that accompany a new venture. The staff has 
received the necessary training and we are using this vacation to  

recharge our batteries and prepare for the morrow.  
 

Plumstead High has much to offer as we prepare our children for an 
ever changing world with new technology, sometime confused value 
systems and a seeming lack of care for our fellow man. The ethos of 
our school depends on your participation as parents and how involved 

you are with your childrenõs education. All top academic schools pros-
per because of parental involvement and the desire to blaze a trail 
others must follow. This is also our desire as we approach 2012.  
 

Johan Campbell said òa pat on the back has the effect of filling the 
tank of enthusiasm.ó Pat yourselves and say well done for another year 

gone by. We look forward to next year with enthusiasm knowing that 
there will not be problems, only challenges. I use this opportunity to 
say thank you to my deputies and staff, the supportive governing body 
parents, our beautiful children  and their parents and all who have con-
tributed to the success of the year.  
 

Finally, Mr P Collins, you have trained so many, enlightened a few, 
changed the course of history for some and spoke with passion about 
Latin. Thank you for your service and dedication to the community of 
Plumstead High. Enjoy your retirement and remember us in your  
memoirs. Our announcements will never be the same.  
 

In conclusion, I pray that this holiday you reunite with your families, 
cherish the moments together for they are special, pause to smell the 
roses and thank our creator for the gift of life. Have a blessed and 
joyous festive season and love yourself enough to let your light shine 
as you discover the path for tomorrow.  
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To All Muslim Families  
 
We wish you Muharram 

Mubarak 1433. May the 

year ahead be filled 
with ghair, barakah, 

raghmah, happiness and 

health.  

From the Plumstead 
Family 
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THE TERMS: In  Review  

STAFF NEWS  

In term three we welcomed Mrs Abrahams to PHS. Mrs Abrahams filled the post vacat-

ed by Ms Erasmus who was offered a teaching post in Dubai. Ms Erasmus was given a 

rousing send off by the learners who were fortunate to have been taught by her.  

 

At the end of this term we bid farewell to Mr Collins who is retiring and Mrs Gosain who 

is going to further her studies.  Mrs Gosain joined PHS three and a half years ago. In 

her short stay at this school she has made a meaningful difference in the lives of the 

children she has taught and those she worked with on the sports field.  She has also 

been in charge of Sound and Lighting at the school, making sure that school assemblies, 

shows and stage productions run 

smoothly.  In that capacity, she has 

also trained learners to operate 

sound and lighting equipment.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Did you know?  

Mr Collins is on face book and has his own blog? Itõs 

evident you can teach an old dog new tricks! 

loooooool 

        Congratulations !  

Mrs Petersen, Mrs F. Ste-

vens (Maths) and Mrs V. 
Stevens (Library) have be-

came proud grandmothers. 

SILVER WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES:  
Mr & Mrs George  
Mr & Mrs Paul  

     WELCOME 

Ms C. Williams who joins the English department and Ms A. Scott who 

will be joining the school as Teacher -Librarian.  
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MR COLLINS ï on the SPOT with Thaania & Sizalabuhle 

 

  1.  How long have you been at Plumstead High  

 I have been teaching for 27 years.  

2. Give us a brief description of your journey through Plumstead High  

 When I started at Plumstead high I first taught Latin and history. Then I was 

fortunate enough to teach English for nine and a half years.  

3.  What were your best and worst moments at Plumstead high?  

 Well the worst thing was the discipline. My best memories were having great 

fondness with my past classes of 2002, 2005 and 2009.  

4.  What do you think of the changes in education?  

 A lot of it is just an absolute waste of money, because they need to sort out two 

things: one of which is what we call Cohort Progression. In other words children in 

grade 9 are pushed into the next grade and have to write an exam which they not 

ready for.  

5.  Why did you choose teaching?  

 I was interested in school, mainly because of the subjects such as; Latin, History 

and English. 

6. Looking back at your career, would you say that you were successful?  

 Seeing and communicating with my past pupils who were successful in their life  

 actually made me proud as a teacher. I am also pleased that they remember their  

 lessons when they correct my English on face book ( of course those are just  

 typos because of a sticky keyboard).  

 7. So Mr Collins, where to from here?  

 I guess home, lol! I donõt really have plans but there is a lot of reading I want to 

do. There is also the garden, writing poetry and I have a blog - http://

valleysong.wordpress.com that I want to carry on working on.  
 

8. So is your wife going to enjoy having you at home?  

 Yes because she is carrying on working and I am going to be doing all the house-

work even cooking, lol!  

 

9. Will the beard be coming off in the near future?  

 It should I suppose as I will have time to shave now. I started growing this beard 

in 1970 when I was in the army, so I guess it is time now to cut it off.  
 

10. What have you learnt at the age you are currently at?  

  Well at my age I have learnt how to blog and set up the schoolõs website which is 

quite impressive at my age.  

 

 

http://valleysong.wordpress.com
http://valleysong.wordpress.com


 

   FOND FAREWELL FROM FRIENDS   

In 1985 the school appointed its very own Phil Collins who, due to his limited musical 

ability, became the Latin master.  After having taught at Selbourne College in East 
London before relocating to Cape Town, Mr Collins decided to move from SACS to 

Plumsteadõs greener pastures. 

 

Curriculum changes resulted in Mr Collins moving into the faculties of English and 
History where for the past 27 years our pupils have benefitted from his vast 

knowledge and insight.  The school made full use of his administrative skills and in-

credible command of English by appointing him to head the faculty, a job he has 

done most meticulously for many years.  

Extra -murally, Mr Collins involved himself in coaching hockey and chess and  
immersed himself in running the printing department.  
 

Mr Collins has been a true professional whose commitment and dedication have been 

an example to others.  He is a gentleman who lives by his Christian beliefs and 
stands up for what is right.  His colleagues will attest to the fact that he knows a 

lot about almost everything and that he is only too willing to share his professional 

knowledge with others. He also has a sharp wit and keen sense of humour.  

 

One of Mr Collinsõ hobbies is a fascination with trains, both big and small.  We  

sincerely hope that his future journey will include some happy train journeys.  

 

We feel a deep gratitude for what Mr Collins has done for the school and wish him 

everything of the best in the future.  

Mr Beukes & Mr Duff  

The many faces of Mr  

Collinsé. 

 

 



''Teaching: The Art of Training and Changing the 
Brain''  

 An interview with Mrs.N.Abrahams ''Our freshman of 
Plumstead High''  

 Give us a background to your teaching career  

I became a qualified educator in 1984 and taught 
grades 8 -12 for twenty one years at a high school in 
Hanover Park. Many of the skills I mastered there, I 
will apply to Plumstead High School. I furthered my 
studies at ICSA, where I balanced my education with 

          the Dramatic and Islamic laws.  
What made you choose teaching?  

I chose to become a teacher because I love interacting with learners and sharing the 
skills I have acquired from different institution. I believe teaching was my calling.  
 
How do finding Plumstead High School so far ?  

Teaching in a new school is always a challenge. Right know Iõm still trying to get to know 
the students and find my feet. My colleagues (staff members of Plumstead High school) 
have made my stay easier because of their good management structure .  
 
What activities are you involved in besides teaching?  

I am a teacher with compassion and I am always willing to take time after school to help 
the learners and give counseling to students.  My door is always open.  
 

Why did you choose Plumstead High School?  

I have been involved with Plumstead High since 2005 when my daughter came to this 
school. I was always fond of this school because of their management structure and aca-
demic performance.  


